Cyber-Bullying Policy                                                        October 2011

Social media’s influence has created many ways to communicate, expand knowledge, and search for answers.  However social media has led to the phenomenon of electronic harassment, intimidation, social cruelty, and humiliation.

If you become a victim:

· Tell the bully to stop.  Often a difficult step but a necessary one to halt the interaction.  Confronting the behavior (if it is safe for you to do so) zaps the bully’s power.
· Avoid responding.  Use your social media technology to defriend and/or block access to your account.

· Contact your service provider such as AT&T, Verizon, G-Mail, etc.  Each has a process for addressing complaints.

· Document everything.  Keep all emails, texts, tweets, tags, web pages with dates and times.  Archive the information as well as make printed copies.  Store in a safe place.

· Ask for help:  If the bully is another student, the student development offices can assist with Honor or Joint Honor Council proceedings.  In addition, student development can walk you through the process.   If person is not a student, student development can assist with service provider contact and intercession.
· You have the right to inform off campus law enforcement personnel by filing a formal compliant.  The on campus student adjudication process is separate and different from possible criminal charges.

Cyber-bullying and/or any cyber attack can go viral quickly.  The victim is taunted over and over.    As students, be responsible for your postings.  Do not spread rumor/gossip.  Remain civil. 
Consequences can range from loss of college email to possible suspension if circumstances detailed can do harm.   
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