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A Festival of Eight Lessons and Carols
The Christmas Vespers service has been a Wilson College tradition 

for over one-hundred years, bringing together members of our 
community for an evening of hymns, anthems, reflections, and 

readings to herald in the holiday season. While it has taken varied 
forms over the past century, tonight’s service is inspired by King’s 
College’s historic Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols from 1918. 

Wilson College’s Christmas Vespers incorporates readings, 
anthems, and carols which speak across our divisions, remind us of 

our humanity, and inspire us to prepare our souls 
for the holiday season.

It is with deep appreciation from the two of us and all of us here at 
Wilson College that we welcome you to Thomson Alumnae Chapel. 

Our hope is that tonight serves as an enduring reminder of our 
profound love and care for each other, locally and globally in this 
turbulent period. May tonight’s service encourage us to keep our 

candle of love and compassion burning well 
beyond this season of light. 

–Dillon Beede, Director of Choral Activities & Chair of Music,
 and Reverend Andrew Hart, Nancy Adams Besch ’48 and Elisabeth 

Hudnut Clarkson ’47 College Chaplain   

Out of courtesy for the performers and all in attendance, please be sure to silence your 
devices. Extraneous ringing, buzzing, and vibrating is disruptive to performers and 

other service attendees.



Order of Service
Organ Prelude

Toccata on “Helmsley” by Stuart Forster
performed by David Erickson, Organist

*Please stand as you are able.

Invitation and Opening Prayer
Reverend Andrew Hart, D.Min. 

Anthem
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  by Ralph Vaughan Williams,  

arr. by Carlton R. Young

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in his hand 

Christ our Lord to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 

 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 

 Amen.

*You may be seated



The First Lesson
Reader: Amber Marble, Assistant Professor of Biology

Isaiah 40:1-5
Comfort, comfort my people, 

    says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 

    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 

A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up, 

    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 

    the rugged places a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 



Carol
O Come, O Come Emmanuel



Anthem
The Wexford Carol  by Victor C. Johnson 

Soloist: Jocelyn Merriman  

Good people all, this Christmas time, 
Consider well and bear in mind, 

A tiny child to us is born 
In Bethlehem this blessed morn.  

Now let our hearts and voices raise 
A song of gladness this Christmas Day.  

Let all the earth rejoice and sing 
The birth of this, our newborn King. 

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep 
Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep;  

To whom the angels did appear, 
Which put the shepherds in great fear. 

“Prepare and go,” the angels said, 
“to Bethlehem; be not afraid, 

for there you’ll find, this happy morn, 
a holy babe, sweet Jesus born.” 

With hearts of love and hymns of joy, 
Come let us greet the baby boy, 
And as the angels had foretold,  

Let all the tiny child behold. 

Within a manger he was laid, 
And by his side his mother stayed. 
Let all the earth sing with delight, 
The holy child is born this night. 



The Second Lesson
Reader: David Wilson

Zechariah 9:9-10
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

   Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow ill be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 



Carol
Once in Royal David’s City by Cecil Frances Alexander and Henry 

Gauntlett, arr. Arthur Mann 



The Third Lesson
Reader: Olivia Ewing ’26 

 Have you ever been outside at midnight?  With the noise of traffic 
being low or nonexistent, little to no sirens, and the neighbor’s 

dog asleep, it is quiet even peaceful.  For whatever reason, we 
experience a calming peace in winter, especially when it’s snowing. 

It’s almost holy. 

     While we do not know what time the angel came to see Mary 
in Nazareth, my guess is it was in the nighttime, perhaps around 

midnight.  Mary, who was very young, was most likely resting from 
the day, thinking about tomorrow, or praying.  Then, just to her, the 
angel Gabriel inbroke into her quiet reality to tell her the news that 
she was to have a son.  In other words, the peace of the evening was 

broken by an inbreaking of the holy to a very 
young woman, barely 14. 

     Here is a question for this evening.  It does not matter what 
religion you follow or if you follow any belief.  It does not matter 

what race or ethnicity you are; it does not matter if you are young or 
old and so on and so forth.  What matters is the holy could inbreak 
to just you anytime like what happened to Mary.  It could happen 

tonight.  Are you ready? 



Anthem
Sure On This Shining Night by Samuel Barber, arr. Dick Averre

Sure on this shining night
Of starmade shadows round,
Kindness must watch for me

This side the ground.

The late year lies down the north.
All is healed, all is health.

High summer holds the earth.
Hearts all whole.

Sure on this shining night
I weep for wonder

Wandering far alone
Of shadows on the stars.



The Fourth Lesson
Reader: Chris Cressler Morrow ’68

Luke 1:26-36
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, 

you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to 

be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative 
is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

unable to conceive is in her sixth month.” 



Carol
O Come All Ye Faithful arr. by David Willcocks



Anthem
Away in a Manger by James Ramsey Murray,  arr. Adam & Matt Podd 

Soloist: Isabella Swan ’28

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed; 
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay. 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love You, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
And stay by my side, ‘til morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray! 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with You there. 



The Fifth Lesson
Reader: Marshall Workman ’29

 
Luke 2:1-7

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first 
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 

And everyone went to their own town to register. 

 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 

the house and line of David.  He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 



Carol
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Thomas Este 

and Nahum Tate



The Sixth Lesson
Reader: Janet Pollard

Luke 2:8-15
 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 



Carol
Hark the Herald Angels Sing by Felix Mendelssohn 

and Charles Wesley



Anthem
O Nata Lux by Victor C. Johnson

Soloist: RuthAnn Altman

O nata lux de lumine 
Jesu redemptor saeculi 

Dignare clemens supplicum 
Laudes precesque sumere. 

O light born of light, 
Jesus, redeemer of the world. 

Mercifully deem worthy and accept 
Our praises and prayers.



The Seventh Lesson
Reader: Peter Marston ’29

Holiness was to inbreak again.  This time it was not just to one 
person, Mary, but to a group of people, shepherds, watching 

their flock of sheep at night.  And it was not just one angel but a 
legion.  Back then a legion in the Roman Army was composed of 
somewhere between 4,800 and 6,000 soldiers.  So, there were a 

lot of angels appearing to the shepherds that evening.  It was loud, 
it was bright, it was spectacular to the point that Times Square in 

New York pales in comparison. 

[All join in singing Angels We Have Heard on High] 

      But notice something.  The inbreaking did not happen in Rome 
where the emperor was, it did not occur in Jerusalem where the 

governor was, and it did not take place at the center of Roman 
commerce.  No, it happened out in a field with smelly sheep to a 

group of people who were at the bottom of the social ladder. 

     So, if it were to happen again, where would it occur?  Downtown 
Washington, D.C.?  Most likely not.  In London’s financial district?  

Again, probably not.  The witness of several religions suggests it 
will occur somewhere else.  Perhaps in a field torn apart by war 
in Ukraine.  Or a town in India or Africa marked by poverty and 
despair.  Or maybe right here in Chambersburg in the tent city 

where the homeless live.  It could happen tonight.  Are we ready?  
Are you ready? 



Carol
Angels We Have Heard on High, verses  1-3



Carol
Joy to the World by George Frideric Handel and Isaac Watts



The Eighth Lesson
Reader: Wesley R. Fugate, Ph.D., Wilson College President

     In the fields, the bright inbreaking light the shepherds saw 
was gone.  The unbelievable music, which can’t be replicated on 

Earth, was silent.  And the angels, all of them, up to 6,000, had 
gone. The field was quiet and peaceful except perhaps a sheep 

was bleating.  Things returned to normal.  Except of course the 
shepherds, for they hurried to Bethlehem to 

see what had occurred. 

     Like what happened thousands of years ago in a distant 
land, the loud and bright hymns and anthems celebrating the 

inbreaking of the holy into the world are over this evening.  
Silence is overtaking us.  In a few minutes we will be singing 

Silent Night, and lighting candles, which reminds us not only 
of the silence of the season, but also the real possibility of the 

inbreaking of the holy.  Maybe we will see it when someone says 
I’m sorry.  Maybe we will see it when someone says I forgive you.  

Maybe we will see it when a child is born, or a couple says I do.  
But it is there.  It is there.  Are you ready? 



Carol
Silent Night by Franz Xaver Gruber and Joseph Mohr

*Sung by the choir and congregation. Those who are able, please stand.
As the light is passed around, the choir will sing a prelude in German. 

The congregation should join in for the remaining verses.



Closing Prayer
Reverend Hart

Congregational Response: Amen

Benediction
Reverend Hart

Congregational Response: Amen

 

 

Brass Postlude
Hallelujah Chorus by George Frideric Handel, 

arr. Arthur Frackenpohl
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