CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING (W2): Students will analyze, synthesize, and interpret texts, images, experiences, or other information.    

Outcomes: Critical and/or creative thinking skills are evidenced by the student’s ability to

b) analyze and interpret texts, images, and/or experiences, with increasing facility and innovation;  

c)  gather evidence and analyze it to make a judgment or solve theoretical or practical problems.

	Competencies
	4
	3
	2
	1

	The student raises critical questions about texts, images, or experiences.
	The student regularly raises engaging, critical questions about texts, images, or experiences.
	The student often raises critical questions about texts, images, or experiences.
	The student occasionally raises questions about texts, images, or experiences.
	The student rarely raises questions about texts, images, or experiences.

	The student analyzes evidence and produces informed conclusions.
	The student develops a comprehensive analysis of sources used. Viewpoints of experts are questioned thoroughly. The student’s conclusions follow reasonably from the evidence.  
	The student develops a coherent analysis of sources used. Viewpoints of experts are questioned. The student’s conclusions stem from the evidence.
	The student does some interpretation or analysis of the evidence. The student’s conclusions are somewhat related to the evidence.
	The student takes information from sources without questioning experts. The student’s conclusions are not consistently tied to the evidence.

	The student’s analysis or interpretation is derived from concepts learned in the discipline.
	The student effectively applies concepts from the course and, if applicable, from other courses in the discipline.
	The student applies concepts from the course.
	The student mentions concepts covered in the course.
	The student demonstrates little evidence of knowing the concepts covered in the course.

	The student evaluates assumptions and the relevance of contexts when presenting a position.
	The student systematically analyzes others’ assumptions and carefully evaluates the relevance of contexts when presenting a position.
	The student analyzes others’ assumptions and evaluates the relevance of contexts when presenting a position.
	The student questions others’ assumptions and identifies contexts when presenting a position.
	The student demonstrates some awareness of contexts and others’ assumptions when presenting a position.

	The student synthesizes information from multiple sources and can integrate it with her/his own analysis.
	The student sees patterns among sources, effectively analyzes the nature of the connection, and can produce new insights. 
	The student sees patterns among sources, analyzes the nature of the connection, and can produce further commentary.
	The student can report on and connect sources. The student engages in some analysis of the topic but has trouble linking it to the sources.
	The student can report on sources but misses connections between them. For the most part, the student does not move from summary to analysis.

	The student knows the methods and forms of a discipline and uses them to create work that is consistent with its traditions (e.g., aesthetic genres, case studies, academic research papers).
	The student demonstrates understanding of the methods and forms of a discipline and creates work within its traditions.
	The student demonstrates familiarity with some of the methods and forms of a discipline and attempts some work within its traditions.
	The student demonstrates familiarity with some of the methods and forms of a discipline but does not yet attempt to imitate them.
	The student demonstrates minimal familiarity with the methods and forms of a discipline.

	The student knows the methods and forms of a discipline and uses them to create work that criticizes or varies its traditions.
	The student demonstrates understanding of the methods and forms of a discipline and creates work that criticizes or varies its traditions.
	The student demonstrates familiarity with some of the methods and forms of a discipline and attempts to criticize or vary its traditions.
	The student demonstrates familiarity with some of the methods and forms of a discipline but does not attempt to criticize or vary its traditions.
	The student demonstrates minimal familiarity with some of the methods and forms of a discipline. 

	The student synthesizes the methods or forms of more than one discipline, tradition, or medium.
	The student effectively synthesizes the methods or forms of more than one discipline, tradition, or medium.
	The student attempts to synthesize the methods or forms of more than one discipline, tradition, or medium.
	The student uses the methods or forms of one discipline, tradition, or medium and demonstrates awareness of another discipline, tradition, or medium.
	The student demonstrates awareness of only one discipline, tradition, or medium.


